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THE NEW P.E.: Eighth grader Alex Belshe scales a mobile climbing wall set up at Lincoln Middle School receijtly. Debra B. Reddy invited Robert J. Catallozzi, of
Narragansett and formerly of Lincoln, to bring the wall so her students could try the sport. Below, Danielle Hall, alse in the eighth grade, rappels down the rock face.

Students are climbing the walls
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Students are climbing the walls

By M. BRADFORD GRABOWSKI
Jnisenal Sl Wieitor

LINCOLN - — The  mountain came: to
Lincodn Middle Schonl last weel.

But it was only 25 feet high, portable,
rentable. and “formed - from  man-made
materials.

The mobile climbing wall was hauled to
the school onits side by its owner, Robert
J. Catallozzi,'a Narragansett resident whe
grew up-in Lingoln, He can take it almost
amvwhere — weddings, pienics, birthday
parties. — attracting climbers from s 2-
wear-old toddier to a T2:vear-old womarn

Last week, eighth graders at the middle
schoed attempred fo conquer the
wall zs part of o physical educa-
tion class.

to.an alternative recreational activ
gy reacher Dehra B, Reddy, who' hl.lpul
demonstrate, “Obvicusly, 1 can’t teach this
in gym class and there's nin place arcund
here to climb.”

From a distance, the structere lonked
like an Easter Islasd menolith, and
passing by the school slowed down o “Vhe kids learn to trust each other

check it ou
T work ffectivel
CATALLOZZI, 29, and his three-fut and work iogether cff

son crew arrived with helmers, pulleys @ |
mats, and e udernn was sponed B ROBERT J. GATALLOZZ
Trained criw membe i st e,
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Students had to sign a liability
waiver before they could take part,
and it wasn’t a mandatory exercise.
But the intention, said Catallozzi
and Reddy. was for the students to
build their confidence and have
fun. Reddy estimated that 98 per-
cent of the class participated.

“It was cool,” student Kevin Gar-
neau, 13, said. “I'm going to do it
again.”

Nick Fasano, also 13, said he
had a broken ankle, but that didn’t
stop him from climbing to the top
of all four sides without shoes on. -

“It's definitely been a self-esteem
builder,” Reddy said. “A lot of the
kids I thought would shimmy up, it

CORRECTION

' The number to call for informa-
tion about programs at the YMCA
Community Center of Central Fall.é
is 728-7300. The number was mcor-
Falls
[igest in the Blackstone Valley edi

rect in vyesterdav's Central

non

turned out to be more difficult. But,
by the time they belayed up, you
could see a sense of accomplish-
ment on their face.”

“I's an accomplishment,” said
Catallozzi, who rents out his moun-
tain to corporations and organiza-
tions that hire him for picnics and
parties at $1,500 for a full day,
$1,000 for a half-day. He offered
his services at the middle school for
free, Reddy said

THE MOUNTAIN, which is
embedded with spikes for the
climbers to grasp, also has ropes
on pulleys. Though it weighs about
2,000 pounds, Catallozzi said it
takes only 10 minutes to set up or
break down.

Linderneath layers of Fiberglas is
scaffolding, he said. An automatic
pulley system helps the climbers
get to the top. and makes sure they
don’t fall.

“It's a different kind of a work-
out,” he said, one that attracts stu-
dents who may not be involved in
more traditional sports.

Catallozzi said he'd like to teach
a course at the middle school in the
basic skills of rock climbing. Reddy
also said last week’s lesson might
lead to a regular after-school activi-
ty, if there’s enough interesi

“The kids learn to trust each
other and work together effective:
Iv " Catallozzi said “It’s fun "
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HIGHER GOALS: Eighth graders from Lincoln Middle School climb a
mobile climbing tower brought to the school recently to give students a
chance to try out a new activity. Robert Catallozzi, who owns the wall, didn't
charge the school for the visit

wood said vesterday that he's not
ctomrire the auditore  from Beeir-
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